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programme is the introduction of hand-spinning and hand-weav-
ing in every home and village.
AN APT ANECDOTE
Maulana Azad Sobhani, who has been doing wonderful work
for swadeshi, was telling me a thrilling story of Egyptian coolness
and bravery* He told me that once the soldiers surrounded an
Egyptian mosque and wanted to prevent nationalist propaganda
inside it. The congregation was listening to a young man speak-
ing to it. He would not desist and was shot. The congregation
remained unmoved. Another young man took up the discourse
and was shot whilst he was going on, and thus seven young men
were shot till the discourse was finished, the congregation remain-
ing unmoved all the while the glorious sacrifice was going on. The
Egyptians do not believe in non-violence. But they are fine sol-
diers. They did not want the mosque to be blown to pieces nor
the whole congregation in a vain attempt to retaliate. They wanted
to show that they would not be cowed down, and no orders could
bend their spirit. And so, as if nothing had happened, the discourse
was finished. Death and life became with the congregation syno-
nymous terms* The moral of the story is unmistakable. We who
are pledged to non-violence are endeavouring to cultivate the
bravery of the seven young Egyptians and the congregation. We
must acquire the courage to face death in the pursuit of our goal
without even wishing to kill, and victory during the remaining
three months is a certainty,
THE THICKENING PLOT
For the Government is marshalling all its forces. I have just
learnt, that Mr. Phooken, a barrister and member of the aristo-
cracy of Assam has been called upon to file security for keeping
the peace. I had the pleasure of meeting him during my tour*
He is a soldier and a sportsman. But he has become a convinced
non-violationist. He believes, that nothing but non-violence can
possibly put hope in the Indian breast and make swaraj possible
during the year. But Mr, Phooken is a brave worker. He and
his co-workers wish to revive swadeshi to the full, and the Assam
Government do not like the idea. In Andhradesha a powerful
zemindar, Kumar Raja of Gampalagudem, has been similarly
treated, because he had the courage to do temperance work.
These are but two stray instances I have come across in the
papers I have been able to secure during my travels. I have no
doubt that many such workers are being silenced and many more